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and dropped a rope ladder. A rescue officer came down the  
ladder and pleaded with the man, "Grab my hand and I will  
pull you up!" But the man STILL refused, folding his arms  
tightly to his body. “No thank you! God will save me!”  

Shortly after, the house broke up and the floodwaters 
swept the man away and he drowned. When in Heaven, the 
man stood before God and asked, “I put all of my faith in 
You. Why didn’t You come and save me?” And God said, 
“Son, I sent you a warning. I sent you a car. I sent you a    
canoe. I sent you a motorboat. I sent you a helicopter. What 
more were you looking for?” 

 
What do you see in this illustration? I see the purpose of 

the community. I see how God answers our prayers through  
people. I know all of you believe in God and have been praying 
for something or someone important in your life. Of course, God 
can make miraculous things for you directly to answer your  
prayer. God is almighty. God can do anything. God will show you 
divine miracles. Right? But as we expect God’s divine super-
natural power, we also need to expect God’s divine power that 
comes through people’s hearts and lives around us.  

Let me tell you how it happens. God binds us as a     
community with God’s love. Do you know why? Because God 
made us in that way. Let me give you the first and most           
important reason. We believe in the triune God; Trinity: Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, distinct but inseparable, eternally one in 
essence and power, One God who is three persons. The Bible 
doesn’t have the term, ‘Trinity’ but we can think of Trinitarian 
God from the Bible. In the creation story in the book of Genesis, 
we can find the triune God. God’s spirit was hovering over the 
water (Genesis 1:1). When God created man, God said, ‘Let us 
make man in our image, after our likeness (Genesis 1:26).’ The 
Bible uses plural words, 'us' and 'our'.  

So, we can easily think that there were more being   
besides God. So the glimpse of our understanding of the triune 
God tells us that our God is relational and communal. And this 
relational and communal God made us follow God’s way. There-
fore, making a good community, church, or having a good       
relationship with others is one of our highest callings and our 
natural tendency.  

 
~~ continued on page 2  

 

- Community- 
 From July, 2022, I start my third year of ministry at 
the St. Paul UMC. I’ve been blessed by God because of you. I 
can testify how God has worked with us all. I believe that St. 
Paul UMC is a wonderful and great faith community.  
 As I enter the third year of ministry with you, I pray 
that our faith as a community will grow deeper. So, I’d like to 
share about ‘community/church’ with you.  

I often find people who treat their faith as private and 
say that “I have faith in God but don’t need a church or help 
from people”, or “God knows everything, I don’t have to tell 
you what I need or prayer request” Yes that’s true. God knows 
everything and the scripture says, “For your Father knows 
what you need before you ask him” (Matthew 6:8) But if you 
believe in that statement only, you should know and learn this 
truth also: One of the highest calling for us from God is that 
building a healthy community. In other words, having a rela-
tionship with others. 
 I want to share this illustration with you first. 

 

A terrible storm came into a town and local officials sent 
out an emergency warning that the riverbanks would soon 
overflow and flood the nearby homes. They ordered every-
one in the town to evacuate immediately. 

A faithful Christian man heard the warning and decid-
ed to stay, saying to himself, “I will trust God and if I am in 
danger, then God will send a divine miracle to save me.” 

The neighbors came by his house and said to him, 
“We’re leaving and there is room for you in our car, please 
come with us!” But the man declined. “I have faith that 
God will save me.” 

As the man stood on his porch watching the water rise 
up the steps, a man in a canoe paddled by and called to 
him, “Hurry and come into my canoe, the waters are rising 
quickly!” But the man again said, “No thanks, God will 
save me.” 

The floodwaters rose higher pouring water into his 
living room and the man had to retreat to the second floor. 
A police motorboat came by and saw him at the window. 
“We will come up and rescue you!” they shouted. But the 
man refused, waving them off saying, “Use your time to 
save someone else! I have faith that God will save me!” 

The flood waters rose higher and higher and the man 
had to climb up to his rooftop. A helicopter spotted him 
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The Trinitarian understanding of God tells us that it is very difficult to know our God fully without being in a community 
and sharing life with other believers. The Trinitarian understanding of God shows us how to treat one another. This understanding 
of God denies any kinds of abusive human relationships but promotes respect for human dignity. Thus, the more I love the Triune 
God, the more I can love others.  

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 says, “Two are better than one because they have a good reward for their toil. For if they fall, one will 
lift up his fellow; but woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not another to lift him up. Again, if two lie together, they are 
warm; but how can one be warm alone? And though a man might prevail against one who is alone, two will withstand him. A 
threefold cord is not quickly broken.” The Apostle Paul said, “For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the   
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ” (1 Corinthians 12:12). We are different but we are           
connected as one body. This is the church and body of Jesus Christ.  

We are Jesus Christ’s body. We are all connected to God’s body. We are one. I pray that we can make more strong      
community by God’s grace in the coming year. So that God’s name will be glorified by our community/church. 

 
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this  all 
men will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” John 13:34-35 
 

From Rev. Myungha Baek 

Collin Scribner 
*One thing I learned during the confirmation was what it 
means to have the right relationship with God, like the 
way I can put my trust in him and have grace. 
*One thing I’m going to take with me is that I have 
learned that *General knowledge of the Methodist 
church such as the backstory of how the Methodist 
Church was founded. 
*What is Confirmation? Confirmation is that being ac-
cepted into the church. 
*What is Baptism? Baptism is that being accepted into 
the Lord’s following. 
 

Carter Scribner 
 *One thing I learned during the confirmation was the 
 belief of the Methodist religion. 
 *One thing I’m going to take with me is what I learned 
 about God and the church, and use it throughout my 
 life. 
 *Confirmation means to be accepted as a member of the 
 church. 
 *Baptism is a promise to make God the center of our 
 lives. 
Callie Nicholson 
 *Something I learned is that mercy is an act of kindness. 
 *Something I will take with me is that everyone has a 
 definition for every word. 
 *Confirmation and baptism mean joining a larger family. 

Layla Lankford 
*One thing I have learned is how to forgive. I am 
accepting Jesus into a relationship with Him. I have 
also learned to find my place in the church and trust 
Jesus for my every next step. 
*One thing I will take with me is how to keep my 
faith in God and the church. Also to build my trust in 
God. 
*Confirmation means making my faith firm in Jesus, 
also becoming a part of Christ's church and ac-
cepting. 

 *Baptism means making God the center of my  life. 
 
Lilly Lankford  

*One thing I learned that will stick with me is how to 
become closer to God and have a better relationship 
with Him. 

 *One thing I’ll take with me is how to build my de
 votion to God and the church. 
 *Confirmation means claiming my trust in Jesus  and 
 making my faith firm. 
 *Baptism means accepting God as the center of  my 
 life.   
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July 23, 2022: St. Paul Youth Ministries 
Spaghetti Dinner and Silent Auction 

Returns!!! 
 

We invite you to join our St. Paul Uprising Youth, families and Youth 
Advisors as we host this event for the first time in 3 years!  (You know 
why…we won’t even mention it!)  We hope you…and all those you 
can tell…will return to this St. Paul Youth Ministries tradition of great 

food and entertainment for our St. Paul family and our community on Saturday, July 23, 5:00-7:30pm.  Cost is a freewill donation.    

If you’ve never attended, ask someone who has and we’re sure they’ll encourage you to come by telling you what great food and 
fun we have. During the dinner you’ll be able to browse and place bids on our SILENT AUCTION items.  We’ll have many of our 
terrific items such as gift certificates for local establishments, as well as incredible crafts, DVDs, jewelry and other fine items.  Bid’s 
close at 7pm with distribution immediately following, but you need not be present at distribution to win.  This evening has been a 
real joy in the past and we hope you’ll join us.   Most of all, please pray this event up and let your family, friends and co-workers 
know.    

What’s a “Silent Auction?” you and/or your friends might ask.  Great question!  It’s an auction without an auctioneer!  During dinner,  

bidders look over the tables full of items around the room that are up for auction and if interested, “place a bid” on a bid sheet that 
is exhibited with the item.  You may bid until the bidding closes and we announce “pencils down” at precisely 7:00pm.  The person 
with the highest bid written down pays our bid collectors immediately after the bidding closes and you take your item home!  You’ll 
want to be sure to check on items in which you are interested often, as anyone in the house can bid on any item until bidding clos-
es.  You’ll see also that each item will have a “minimum bid”…an amount at which bidding for that item begins.  Items will also have 
a designated increment bid increase, all of which will be on the bid sheet to remind you if you decide to bid on an item.  It’s great 
fun and the best of “investments,” as all proceeds go toward discipling our Awesome “Youth Nation” at St. Paul and assist them in 
helping others through our “Live 2 Give” youth ministry efforts! 

We also hope to have the Silent Auction cake table where there will be some GREAT cakes for you to bid on. One way to help is to 
either bake a cake for our cake table and/or bring a non-refrigerated dessert to share.  If you can help in that way, let Youth Pastor 
Dave know (dave4godsteens.stpaul@comcast.net , Facebook Messenger (Dave Showalter), or through St. Paul office (410-326-
4475 Ext. 13).  See you at the event, and of course, All God’s Very Best 4 U!         

 

We entered the month of June with great excitement as 3 of our St. Paul Uprising! Uth (Hartlyn Turner, Michael 
Mulvey, Alex Sams) graduated from Patuxent HS on June 1!  Then on June 5 (Pentecost  Sunday!), 5 of our group 
were baptized and confirmed into membership with our St. Paul family (Layla Langford, Lilly Langford, Callie      
Nicholson, Carter Scriber, Collin Scribner).  We rejoiced as so many of our St. Paul family came to worship and  
celebrate Jesus the Christ and this big day in our lives and faith journeys!  
 

Our summer holds many opportunities for us to worship and serve God and to fellowship with one another and all  
of you, our St. Paul family.  Three of our “bigger” summer events are helping with Vacation Bible School, hosting 
our return to our Spaghetti Dinner and Silent Auction fundraiser on Saturday, July 23…this will be our first in 3 
years as the COVID pandemic hit just before we were to hold this event in 2020.  We’ll gather several times for 
“Uprising!” and are hoping to return to another “St. Paul Uth tradition” that is our annual summer trip to King’s     
Dominion before our 2022/2023 school year begins in late August.  
 
We would also like to acknowledge with some sadness that this and our Spaghetti Dinner/Silent Auction article will 
be the last ones that our dear friend Miss Teri (Herren) will enter into the Messenger for us.  Miss Teri’s assistance 
and support of our endeavors, helping us to get word out, scheduling, all of it have been innumerable and immeas-
urable…as is our love for her.  Miss Teri…you’ll be missed but never forgotten!  We wish you all God’s Continued, 
Absolute & Extravagant Best in whatever God has next for you!  Thanks for everything!   
 
 
 

mailto:dave4godsteens.stpaul@comcast.net
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You shop. Amazon gives.  

Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to the charitable organization of your choice. AmazonSmile is the 

same Amazon you know. Same products, same prices, same service.   Support St Paul United Methodist by starting your shopping going to the 

St Paul Website @ www.stpaul-lusby.org and hitting the AMAZONSMILE link. 
 

Thanks to all the congregation members and others who have selected St. Paul United Methodist Church as your Amazon Smile charity.  As a 

direct result of this and people shopping online using smile.amazon.com, we recently received a quarterly donation from Amazon in the amount 

of $96.65 which will be placed in our Reserve fund.  Please stay safe, healthy, and continue to shop at smile.amazon.com when it makes sense for 

you to do so. 

There will be a meeting to discuss the  
Adult VBS Bible Study  

Sunday, June 26th  
in the Fellowship Hall at 10 a.m.   

 
Please drop by and for coffee, homemade  

snacks and fellowship as well. 
 

http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
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BOARDING TIME: 8:50AM—12:00PM 

DEPARTURE DATE: June 27—July 1 

STATION LOCATION: St. Paul United Methodist Church, Lusby 

PLEASE REPLY:  http://vbspro.events/p/spumc 

We are now accepting registration for the 2022-2023 
School Year. 
 

A $75 non-refundable registration fee is required to 
hold your spot. 
 
*Contact the SPUMPS Director @ 
spumps07@yahoo.com or by calling 410-326-3615 
for more information or to schedule a tour.  
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Anthony Bennett - breathing problems 
Ashlyn Barrett - heart issues  
Ava Brame - health issues 
Benjamin Kindsvater - Crohn's disease  
Bill Clothier - lung issues 
Charlie Rivers - heart disease 
Crystal Seibel - fighting MS 
Debi Jagodzinski - health issues 
Dorothy Gaylord - health issues 
Edith Thomas - heart attack 
Elizabeth Baltimore - stroke 
Ernie Amos 
Heather Dolan - lime & liver disease  
Jake Campbell 
Janet Cave 
Jeanne Harris 
Jeff White 
Jessica Pohlman 
Jim Bainham - health issues 
Jim Sypult - pulmonary fibrosis 
Joanna Polanskl - Alzheimer's 
Joyce Matthew 
Judy Fewell 
Kirk Taylor - health issues 
Marie Barrett 
Martha Bliss 
Martha Jefferson & family 
Mary Ann Cranford  
Rick Matthews - breathing issues 
Roger Ward - health issues 
Rose Barrett 
Sam Williams 
Sue Mackey – fighting MS 
Teresa Gibson - health issues 
Tim Allor - lyme disease  
William Cave 

Billy Bobb 
Bob Wilson  
Bruce Dickonson – throat 
Cheryl Belles - ovarian 
Denise Herrington - breast 
Darlene Fromhart 
Emily Shooks 
Flora Scarcia 
George Richards 
Henry Reiss  
James Newman  
Jenne Rothwell - breast 
Jerry Curtis - bone, lung, brain 
Joe Dodson 
Jovanni Licalzi – LCH 
Keith Kretchman – lymphoma 
Kelly Smith 
Luanne Barnas - breast 
Marjorie Hall - behind the eye 
Maxwel Guidoitz - liver  
Rebecca Cecil 
Rosalinda Smith – breast 
Sandy Webb 
Sara Strange - stage 4 
Suzanne – Multiple Myeloma 
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Office Contacts & Information 

 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Myungha Baek 
Church E-Mail:  PastorBaek.stpaul@comcast.net 
 
Youth Pastor: Rev. Dr. Dave Showalter 
Church E-Mail: dave4godsteens.stpaul@comcast.net 
 
 

OFFICE PHONE: 410.326.4475 

“SMILE” Food Pantry Donations 

 

Non-Perishable grocery items are collected the 1st 

Sunday of each month in St. Paul’s parking lot! 
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The power of kindness 
 

No kind action ever stops with itself. One kind action leads to another. Good example is followed. A single act 
of kindness throws out roots in all directions, and the roots spring up and make new trees. The greatest work 
that kindness does to others is that it makes them kind themselves. 

                                                                                                               —Amelia Earhart 
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The power of love 
 
Only in love can I find you, my God. In love the gates of my soul spring open, allowing me to 
breathe a new air of freedom and forget my own petty self. In love my whole being streams 
forth out of the rigid confines of narrowness and anxious self-assertion, which make me a 
prisoner of my own poverty emptiness. In love all the powers of my soul flow out toward 
you, wanting never more to return, but to lose themselves completely in you, since by your 
love you are the inmost center of my heart, closer to me than I am to myself. 

                                                                                   — Karl Rahner, Encounters With Silence 
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Gardeners who’ve dealt with inhospitable conditions can relate 
especially well to Jesus’ parable of the sower. Drought, invasive 
critters and thorny weeds often seem to conspire against grow-
ers’ efforts. Yet when seeds fall on “good soil,” the crop yield is 
abundant — up to a hundred times what was sown (Matthew 
13:8). 

That parable emphasizes the need for hearts to be receptive to 

God’s Word. But it’s also a reminder to plant Scripture persistent-

ly. Just as soil and weather conditions change, so may someone’s 

attitude toward following Jesus. Pastor J. Ellsworth Kalas writes, 

“Whenever we serve as witnesses to the faith, we must do so 

with all earnestness, because one doesn’t know the season in 

which the soul currently abides. That uninterested, distracted or 

unresponsive person may be nearer the Kingdom than we — or 

they — realize.” Kalas adds, “We dare not give up on anyone at 

any time — including ourselves.” 

A prayer for strength... 
 

God of inexhaustible strength and limitless energy, our refuge, strength and very present help in 
trouble: When even youth faint in weariness and the young fall exhausted, help us wait patiently for 
you to come to renew our strength, so that we will mount up with wings to soar like eagles, riding on 
the undercurrents of the wind of your Spirit.  

You who need no slumber nor sleep, by your Holy Spirit's power keep us from all evil, safe in Jesus’ 
nail-scarred hands. Help us never weary as we run after you and never faint as we walk in Christ’s 
footsteps, now and forevermore. Amen. 

New seat, new perspective... 
 

In older sitcoms, family members, especially parents, each had their own chair in the living room. No 
one else sat there. If its “owner” wasn’t present, the on-set chair remained empty. Church can be like 
that too, with people claiming the same seat week after week. Our view of the service and of fellow 
worshipers is familiar and comfortable. 

Recently, our family was “bumped” back a bit, which felt surprisingly different at first. But we inter-
acted just the same with the service. As a bonus, I talked with different people. And after church we 
stayed to visit a bit longer. 

I’m glad church seats don’t have nameplates. And I’m thankful that God nudges me out of my com-
fort zone from time to time, giving me a new perspective. 

—Janna Firestone 
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~ God Is Love  ~ 

EVERY SUNDAY:   9:00am “LIVESTREAM”  

INDOOR/DRIVE-IN Worship  

Service in the Sanctuary/Sanctuary Parking Lot 

 

EVERY SUNDAY:   11:00am - “LIVESTREAM”  

INDOOR Worship Service in the Activity Center 

St. Paul United Methodist Church 

11000 HG Trueman Road 

Lusby, MD 20657 

(410) 326-4475 

Stpaulumc-lusby.org 

Stpaulumcinfo@gmail.com 


