ST. PAUL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

MESSENGER
July 2023

| See God’s Grace
As we move into Summer, | think about God’s Grace.

What a pleasant experience to find flowers and plants growing in our backyard of the
parsonage... especially those plants and flowers my family didn’t plant. It is a tender reminder
that there are many good things in our lives that we have no control over. Beauty found us
even though we did nothing to create it. It is a gift and grace! Thus, | pause and trace God'’s
grace that has found me. Here are some of them.

e |see God’s grace in the bags for the SMILE when people bring every first Sunday of each
month.

o |see God’s grace in the faces of greeter(s) lining up at the entrance of the worship place
to greet the people every Sunday morning.

o |see God’s grace through people fixing and caring for the church.

¢ |see God’s grace when | read the financial statement, proof of your faithfulness in giving
back to God.

e |see God’s grace when each committee works together toward the same goal.

e |see God’s grace when someone’s phone call touches your life.

e |see God’s grace when you put some canned food in a bag to support children in the
community.

e |see God’s grace when you diligently engage in Bible study.

e |see God’s grace when you gather around the table to share life.

¢ |see God’s grace when you count the offering while others leave.

e |see God’s grace when you come to the church early and prepare for the worship place
on Sundays.

e |see God’s grace when | see children's eyes filled with curiosity and imagination.

e |see God’s grace when children come to the front and receive communion.

e |see God’s grace when we stand, walk around, and share God’s peace.

Now, it is your turn. Where do you see God’s grace?

"Nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There it is!’ For, in fact, the kingdom of God is among
you.” (Luke 17:21)

From Rev. Myungha Baek
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NEWS
Rev. David S. Showalter

As of this writing, St. Paul Uprising! Uth is supporting Vacation Bible School in helping disciple
the “little’s” who have come from both our church family and our community, assisting our
larger church family volunteers in that effort during this last week of June. We have 16 youth
helping to staff VBS including some of our friends who we invited to help. And we are having a
BLAST being part of “Stellar” with the adults in our church family!

The summer months of July and August will see “The Uprising!” combining fun, service, witness
and learning as is our typical pattern. We have several ideas in those areas that are being firmed
up at this time.

Youth Paston Dave

SAVE the DATE! Sunday, August 9th

Please join the St. Paul UMC family for a celebration of the dedicated ministry of
Pastor Dave and Debbie Showalter on Sunday, August 6th! Pastor Dave will be
retiring as Deacon effective September 1, 2023 and they will be passing on the
torch of the "UTH Uprising Ministry".

We will begin with a combined service for all at 10:00 am in the Christian Life
Center, followed by a celebration of Dave and Debbie's ministry, and ending with
a good old fashioned Potluck Lunch! Please plan on joining us to celebrate their
35-year ministry to the youth in our area. More details to follow.
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Lay Leader: Donna House

God is good.

All the time, God is good.

We welcomed two new members to the St. Paul UMC family on May 28", Pentecost Sunday.
Please join me in welcoming Steven and Barbara Mack and we pray that we are a blessing to
them. If you haven’t met Steve and Barb, they can be found at the 9:00 am service. We also
welcomed Emerson Janel, and her parents, Ronald Ebert, Jr. and Stefanie Ebert into our church
family. Emerson Janel was baptized at the 11:00 am service on June 4. We look forward to
honoring our baptismal congregational promises.

With God's help we will proclaim the good news
and live according to the example of Christ.

We will surround these persons

with a community of love and forgiveness,

that they may grow in their trust of God,

and be found faithful in their service to others.
We will pray for them,

that they may be true disciples

who walk in the way that leads to life.

We celebrate Holy Communion on the first Sunday of each month. We collect food
donations for the SMILE food pantry on Communion Sundays. You can leave your non-
perishable food donation in the vestibule of the sanctuary or inside the door of the Christian
Life Center (CLC) before the 11:00 am contemporary service. Thank you for assisting those in
our community who are in need.

Your St. Paul UMC Council is made up of about 13 leaders from various ministry areas
— Finance, Trustees, SPPRC, Worship, Evangelism, Youth, Missions, Young Adults, Sunday
School, Small Groups, Lay Members to Annual Conference and more. The meetings are held on
the 2" Thursday of most months at 6:30 pm in the Church Library. The congregation is invited
to attend and observe the meetings as important decisions are made. Check the church
calendar for meeting confirmation.

| am excited to be volunteering at West River United Methodist Camp in Churchton
from July 2" — 7| will be directing the Middle School cabin with at least 27 campers. This is an
amazing week of learning about God in a community with praise and worship, high energy
activities, all in a beautiful setting on the West River. Please pray for the West River Staff, our
14+ volunteer counselors and the 60+ campers who are looking forward to leaving our world
behind to strengthen our faith!

Finance Committee: Karen Hill
May Update:
2023 Expense Budget is available upon request.

Operating Expenses in May included: Annual conference attendance expenses, Mother’s Day
and Admin Assistance recognition items, Annual Giving envelopes. As noted in the previous

month, the insurance policy fees are higher than budgeted.

-




The Finance Committee continues to discuss areas for cost savings in relation to the Operating Expenses.
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Year to date Expenses is higher than Unrestricted Income (see information below)

Reminder: Tax Exemption Certificate —available from Church Office for qualifying purchases
Encourage reporting of expenses and requests for reimbursement be made in a timely manner.

St. Paul UMC Finances as of 31 May 2023

Actual (YTD) Budget (YTD) Annual Budget Annual %
Contributions S 128,067.06 $168,309.99 $399,519.35 32.1%
Expenses S 159,786.75 $159,747.40 $399,519.35 40.0%
The St. Paul UMC congregation has graciously made an additional $16,415 in benevolent
(restricted giving) to benefit the ministries, missions and those in need in 2023.

Variance (better /

Current Month (May) Actual Budget (worse) Annual %
Contributions S 25,345.97 33,569.80 ($8,223.83) -24.5%
Expenses S 33,385.07 30,951.85 ($2,433.22) -7.9%

Sunday School: Susan Baker

The main goal for Sunday School Ministry is to increase Sunday School attendance.

Positive points: We have had two substitutes recently. Sandy Derr in the elementary class
and Diane Schmidt in the adult class. Thank you to both of them.

Class Reports: The adult class has an average attendance of 3 attendees with 1 facilitator/
teacher for the month of May. The discussions have been about "Wesley's 22 Questions".
We are still looking for shared leadership for the adult class. The high school class has an
average attendance of 4 students with 3 adult teachers. The elementary class has an
attendance of 2-4 students with 2 adult teachers. We continue to use the Dig In lessons Bible
In One Year by Group. We completed the lessons in May of Bible In One Year. The new
series Life of Jesus was ordered, cost $128.00 quarterly.

Reguests: Please continue to pray daily for our Sunday School Ministry as God guides you.
Please continue to consider your participation in a class as a student, teacher/ facilitator or
helper. ( As a substitute or regularly) With the summer months the need is greater.

Thank you to all those who help make the Sunday School ministry possible by teaching,
attending, and praying for us!

Thank you for the opportunity to serve.
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Annual Conference: Jackie Mulvey: Lay Member to Annual Conference
My Goal with this responsibility is to learn to fulfill the expectations of this position better, now that | have a clearer
understanding of the MANY things it encompasses!

| attended the Annual Conference this past week in Baltimore. THANK YOU for supporting my
attendance! | participated in a Laity Session, multiple Plenary sessions (including voting on
several resolutions), Worship, Bible Study and Music events. | enjoyed them all and learned
much - which | will be sharing in a more detailed report and reflection later this summer. | have
a better understanding of how to be a more effective Lay Member to Annual Conference (didn't
glean that from watching recorded videos last year). Pastor Baek and | made time for some
valuable conversation as well. Again, THANK YOU so much for supporting my attendance!

Report on Annual Conference, 2023
By Jackie Mulvey, Lay Member to Annual Conference, St. Paul UMC, Lusby, MD

Dear St. Paul Family,

From the bottom of my heart, | thank you for allowing me to attend and participate in this
year’s annual conference. Attendingis SO MUCH better than watching recordings on-line later
in the summer! | learned MUCH about my role as Lay Member to Annual Conference —and |
still have much to learn! Although | was recovering from major surgery, | was able to attend a
Laity Session lead by Rev. Jack Shitama. He shared ideas on how leaders can be a “non-anxious
presence” in our currently chronically anxious society. | also participated in praise and worship
services. The music was GREAT and a LOT of fun! Talk about a spirit filled room! WOW!!
(There’s a new-to-praise-band song to come from this eventually!)

Throughout the conference, | enjoyed the opportunity to meet new people from other
congregations and various ministries. Our conversations during “Circles of Love” and at meals
enriched my experience and my learning. It was a joy also to reconnect with others who
historically are part of our St. Paul family. | praise God for this experience!

Included below are summaries of Bishop Easterling’s address, reports from the different
councils and committees, an outline of the resolutions presented and the outcome of those
presentations. Additional details for each can be found by visiting the BWC website,

www.bwcumc.org
Graciously,

Jackie Mulvey




—Juty 2023 —

LOVE

Love is not an emotion —it is an ACTION. It is not to be PROFESSED, but to be GIVEN, or
BESTOWED.

The love that Jesus embodies is GRACE, not sacrifice. Those who proclaim to bein a
relationship with Jesus MUST be ALL ABOUT LOVE! The theme of this year’s conference is All
About LOVE!

A Summary of the message from Bishop Easterling

The New Commandment

When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified in
him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify in himself and will
glorify him at once. Little children, | am with you only a little longer. You will
look for me; and as | said to the Jews so now | say to you, “Where | am going, you
cannot come.” | give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just
as | have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” John 13: 31-35

Bell Hook defines love as the will to extend oneself for the purpose of nurturing ones own or
another’s spiritual growth. Bishop Easterling goes on to explain that if we are not growing
spiritually then we are not loving accurately. If PETER gets it wrong, how often might we? Our
short coming: WE keep trying to define SIN or abuse, rather than letting God define sin. The
ONLY way we can prove we are in a relationship with Jesus is to LOVE like Jesus loved us!

Bishop Easterling “called out” the conference for not loving through the discernment process.
After the resurrection, Jesus asked Peter “Peter, do you love me?” With a heavy heart, Bishop
Easterling explained that “how we part from one another tomorrow when we do what we're
going to do, matters!” So, What's Love Got to Do With it? (Sing along!) EVERYTHING!!

Along with Bishop Easterlings message, the evening also included fun and lively Gospel and
Christian Contemporary music selections performed by two different groups of musicians. The
bishop also reflected on the trials and losses of Natives of this land. BEAUTIFUL song lyrics
inviting God to be with us, for us to see God all around — in the seas, the stars of night, the
mountains and plains were sung.

Preparing for Work

Thursday morning began with Bible Study lead by Bishop Peter Weaver, retired. Referencing
Acts chapter 2, he shares with the conference that we are to be a “Perpetually Pentecostal
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People” —that is we are to always be filled with the spirit! In his message, Weaver warned that
churches should be careful to not quench the spirit with busy-ness — the building, budgets, and
by-laws that we often let get in the way of being spirit-filled!

To better prepare conference participants for engaging in the business of conference in the
spirit of love, we participated in small groups called “Circles of Love.” Our task was to explore
and understand 3 levels of conversation.

1. Transactional conversation: sharing what we know, an exchange of ideas.

2. Positional conversation: defending, and “selling” our own ideas.

3. Transformational conversation: focusing on sharing, discovering, and asking
qguestions.

In our smaller circles, we spent time getting to know one another. Then moved on to some
Transformational conversation. We discovered how God’s love guided the members at our
table to love others. We shared the gifts and challenges we have encountered in loving others.
These conversations, different at every table, were personal and meaningful. These set the
tone for each person as we moved to the afternoon of conference work.

Resolution Conference Work

These resolutions were addressed over several sessions on Thursday and Friday. Voting results
included.

Disaffiliation: A total of 23 churches throughout the BWC completed the Disaffiliation process
and voted to disaffiliate with the UMC. By majority vote, the conference agreed to allow the 23
churches to disaffiliate from the UMC.

Church Closures: Four churches of the BWC will close this year.

Establishment of a BWC Clergy Bereavement Protocol and Policy: There is currently no protocol

for bereavement leave for clergy in BWC. This resolution proposed the establishment of paid
leave and coverage for clergy in the event of death of a spouse, child (including born, still born,
adopted, fostered), or parent of clergy. The conference passed this resolution.

Building Missions and Stewardship of UMC Property: When churches are closed, they are rarely

sold at (nor above) the value they really hold. This resolution supports increasing the different
ways that the UMC could retain and re-purpose the property to include providing affordable
housing. The conference voted to pass this resolution.

Identifying and Opposing Apartheid in the Holy Land: This resolution requested that the BWC

take and voice an official stance against the violence and oppression currently taking place in
“Occupied Palestinian Territories” under the current Israeli Government. The conference voted
to pass this resolution.
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Maternity and Paternity Leave for Foster/Resource Parents: While such leave currently exists

for children born or adopted into clergy families, children coming into families via foster care
and emergency placements are not included. This resolution provides paid leave for clergy in
these situations. The conference voted to pass this resolution.

Affirmation of the Queer Delegates’ Call to Center Justice and Empowerment for LGBTQIA+
People in the UMC: This resolution of affirmation provides that LGBTQIA+ people in the BWC
will be protected, affirmed and empowered within and beyond our local churches, and that

punitive steps will not be taken or used in resolving complaints against clergy regarding their
sexual orientation or the officiating of weddings of LGBTQIA+ persons. The conference voted to
pass this resolution.

Vital Connections Within Our Annual Conference: This resolution suggests that district

superintendents aspire to attend each local church charge conference for the purpose of
improving the accuracy of information being shared between BWC and local churches.
Discussion of the demands this would place on DSs resulted in this resolution NOT passing.

Integrity in Conference, District, and Local Church Leadership: In response to “fall out” from the

disaffiliation process, this resolution requested that the Bishop and Cabinet of the BWC
determine the intentions (to disaffiliate of not) of leadership and clergy within the BWC, and
that clergy make the same determinations of the leadership at their churches. Significant
discussion followed. A motion was made to “indefinitely postpone” this resolution. The
MOTION passed.

In Support of Creating a US Regional Conference: At the General Conference level, it is

proposed that the United States will have equal representation as the other Central
Conferences. This will allow the US to make or change policies reflective of US Culture. The
BWC raised their voice in support of this measure. The conference voted to pass this
resolution.

Supporting the Removal of Discriminatory Policies: This resolution supports removing

discriminatory policies and harmful language related to sexual orientation from BWC policies.
Further, it encourages delegates to support such changes at the next General Conference. The
conference voted to pass this resolution.

Clarity when Churches Disaffiliate form UMC within the BWC, and at some point wish to
RETURN to the BWC: A motion to refer this process to the Trustees passed.
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Reports from other Committees

Recommendations from the Commission on Equitable Compensation: The Commission

recommends the base salary be increased 4% and the Housing Allowance be increased 3%.

Recommendations from the Board of Pensions and Health Benefits: This Board presented their

plan for continuing to meet the needs of clergy, both currently working and retired (and
surviving spouses), through their pensions and health benefits. This year, there will be a change
from United Health Care to Blue Cross/Blue Shield. Increases to both the employer and
employee contributions of health insurance premiums are expected this year.

Conference Budget Report: The Council of Finance and Administration proposed an annual

budget exceeding $18 million. The conference voted to approve the proposed budget.

Board Of Ordained Ministries: A total of 9 members were Commissioned and 7 were Ordained.

Along with David Showalter and Victor Harner, 29 addition persons celebrate their retirement
this year.

Discipleship Council Report: This council continues to take steps to inspire and equip local faith

communities to develop disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. They
challenge and support the conference and local churches in the processes of Deepening
Discipleship, Seeing ALL People, Living and Loving Like Jesus, and Multiplying Impact.

Once again on Friday morning, Bishop Peter Weaver, retired, lead another Bible study. Again,
referencing Acts, Weaver prompts us to ACT —to GO! He tells us a faith journey is never
complete when it’s just “me and Jesus” — that it MUST include loving others!

In this spirit, participants gathered for a Love in Action Mission project. To meet the expressed
need of under-resourced schools in the community, conference participants worked to clean up
and beautify spaces. Bags for local students included books and additional needed supplies.

The remainder of Friday was used to complete the work of the resolutions and reports shared
above.

SPUMPS

Full time & Part-time slots available for SPUMPS 2023/2024 school year.
Contact SPUMPS at 410-326-3615 or spumps07 @yahoo.com

Please share with others who may be interested.

Thank you.
Susan Quisenberry, Director/SPUMPS
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Scripture Readers

Do you love to read God's word? How about sharing your
love with the St. Paul congregation! If you are interested
please email Susan Kennedy at sgkennedy@aol.com to sign

up. You can read in person or send in a recorded version to
Pastor. Your obligation would be once or twice in a two-
month period.

Susan Kennedy
Worship Committee Chair

Celebration of Service:

Join our fellowship honoring Pastor
Dave and Ms. Debby as they begin
“Retirement”.

h
Sunday, August 6t immediately following the 10:00

Combined Worship service.

Details: Hot Dogs, fried chicken, condiments, tea, lemonade and paper
products will be provided by the kitchen. Guests are invited to bring a side
dish in a disposable container along with ingredient card according to the
following last name alphabet breakdown.

A - G: Deserts

H - R: Side Dish & Extravagant Best 4 Each of U and UR
S — Z: Fruits & Veggies Families!” and “Always remember how much

“Luv U guys...All God’s Continued Absolute,

U R Loved!

-10-




Submissions for the August
Messenger are due July 14.

Thank you
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“Wind in our Sails”

Church wide planning meeting
Save the Date! August 19, 2023

The winds of God are always blowing, but you must set
the sails. Mark your calendar for a church wide
planning meeting called “Wind in our Sails”. The entire
congregation is invited to attend from 9:00 - 11:30 am
for “Checking our Sails” with a light breakfast,
fellowship, and meditation. We will then ask each
participant to share positives of the St. Paul UMC
ministry and brainstorm some ideas for the future. The
leaders of our church, Church Council Members, will
meet from 11:30 - 3:00 pm for “Setting our Sails” to
review the feedback from the congregation and start to
making plans for our future ministries. Please RSVP your
attendance to kmatthews@stpaulumc-lusby.org by
August 12th . Please contact Donna House, Lay Leader,
if you have any questions. If you cannot attend, please
email any feedback on St. Paul UMC to
Donnalhouse@comcast.net and we will include that in
our sharing on August 19 th .

Story Time at SMILE

Story time for the littles was a hit. If you missed it, SMILE will be
holding this free Summer activity every Thursday from 10:30 —
11:00 at SMILE. Each child will receive a free book of their choice
and a half-price off any toy from our toy

Department! We have a little gift for the adults also! See you next

week!

e
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Prayer Requests

Call the Prayer Chain when you need a prayer for yourself or others. Activate it by calling

anyone on the list anytime, day or night.

When called, they will pray for your concern and pass the concern on to the other prayer chain

members. Do not hesitate to use the power our gracious Lord has given us. Call on Him for

help and guidance.

John & Sessaly Boyd................ 410-326-4390

Andy & Beth Rogers .............. 410-326-6346

Dave & Debby Showalter ...... 410-326-2150

Susan Leins Baker........ccccue.... 410-326-6234
SMILE

http://smileinc.org

SENIOR FRIDAYS New Policy

All Seniors ages 62 and older receive 50% off on all clothing to be worn by the cardholder
only. The following items are excluded — jewelry, furs, leather, shoes, and new items. Proof of
age is required. Discount only applies to person named on the discount card. All previous cards

need to be reissued so please see the receptionist at the front desk
THRIFT STORE SHOPPING SCHEDULE

Wednesday — Thursday — Friday 10 am to 2 pm

Saturday 9amto 12 pm

Donation Hours and Rules

Wednesday — Thursday — Friday 10 am to 1:15 pm

Saturday 9amto 11:15 am

“SMILE” FooD
PANTRY DONATIONS

Non-perishable grocery
items are collected the
1st Sunday of each
month at our parish. A
donation box is located
in the lobby of the CLC.

We gladly accept “gently used items” and will help you unload. Please be mindful of the
following items that are NOT accept: tv cabinets, computers, mattresses, china cabinets,
entertainment centers, drop-side cribs, nonworking items, upholstered furniture with rips or

stains, molded or mildewed items, magazines, or printers.

-13 -
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JULY BIRTHDAYS

7/01 Tommy Milling 7/14  Janet Loeffler 7/18 Karen Vitale

7/01  Amelia Stone 7/13  Arianna Soffos 7/19  Sandy Derr

7/02  Xander Bowen 7/13  Wyatt Kund 7/19  Savannah Read
7/02  Ashley Gardner 7/13  Elliot Felsher 7/19  Marcus Richman
7/02  Andy Rogers 7/12  John Bowen 7/20  Ginger Pardoe
7/02  Pam Soffos 7/12  Hailey Bean 7/21  Lorraine Richman
7/03  Missy Garber 7/10  Paul Shippert 7/24  Caroline Artz
7/03  Jacob Keifline 7/09  Carol Harvat 7/24  Danijah Shackelford
7/05  Caitlin Mundy 7/09  Kristin Campaigne 7/25  lack Greene

7/06  Kayden Chandler 7/14  Joyce Smith 7/25 Melissa Gutierrez
7/06  Mason Chandler 7/15  Caitlin Smith 7/25 Colleen Lane
7/06  Missy Lauber 7/16  Kathy Pinkowski 7/25 UrmiMuldoon
7/06  Winnie Niemi 7/17  Austin Benton 7/27  Martha Bliss
7/06  Edward Wolchick 7/17  Lisa Lewis 7/27 Emmett Gray
7/07  Katie Pinkowski 7/18 Ryan Bowen 7/28  Katie Grover
7/08  Jordan Hudson 7/18 Hope Mulvey 7/29  James Bean Sr.
7/08  Amara Soffos 7/18  Grace Mulvey 7/29  Melvin Grover
7/08  Ryan Thompson 7/18  Faith Mulvey 7/29  Hunter Lohr

OFFICE CONTACTS & INFORMATION

SENI0T Pastor: «.coswmiimmsveivimiiississsssio sarasssss Rev. Myungha Baek
Church Email:..ooccveiieeeecee, PastorBaek@stpaulumc-lusby.org
Youth Pastor: ... i aisi i Rev. Dr. Dave Showalter
Church E-Maili....cccoooviiieciiaens davedgodsteens.stpaul@comcast.net
AdMIN. ASSISEANE: .o st Kathy Matthews
Church E-Maili..cccceicceecieen kmatthews@stpaulumc-lusby.org
OFFICE PHONE: ... coscuummnammimsissrissmsssisisamssssvimmes 410.326.4475
OFFICE EMAIL: ........ccccevev e oStpaulumcinfo@gmail.com
GIFT CARDS
LosT AND FOUND Every Sunday, food cards for Giant and Weis are
available to purchase in the CLC. This assists in our
SPUMC has a “Lost and Found” basket operating budget.
stationed in the lobby of the Christian Life
Center.
. GIFT CARD
Contact Kathy at the church office if you wels :
4 B alficeiy £ Giant
have any questions. markets

=
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We have a job opening for a Youth Leader. If you know someone
interested in this position, please share it with them. The job description
is on our website (www.stpaulumc-lusby.org/job-opening). The contact

person is our SPRC Chair (Becky Grover) at SPRC@stpaulumc-lusby.org.

8t. Paul United Methodist Church

— 11000 H G Trueman Road, Lusby, MD 20657
410-326 — 4475

https://stpaulumc-lusby.org/
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulLusby

stpaulumcinfo@gmail.com

—15-
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